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Remarks 

The specification has been amended to expressly incorporate material from a patent 
application that is incorporated by reference in the original application. The present application 
describes that the reservoir cap of the device can be adapted to open using electrothermal 
ablation, citing U.S. Patent Application No, 10/641,507, filed August 15, 2003, and 
incorporating by reference the teaching of that document which is published as U.S. Patent 
Publication No. 2004/0121486, (See page 14, lines 545; page 18, lines 24-27; page 19, line 15 
to page 20, line 1; page 21, line 30 to page 22, line 19; and page 33, lines 5-8 of the present 
application.) Support for the descriptive matter added by the present amendment can be found 
explicitly in paragraphs [0029] and [0030] of U.S. Patent Publication No. 2004/0121486, 

This amendment should further clarify that the pending claims are novel and nonobvious 
over the disclosure in U.S. Patent Publication 2002/0072784 by Sheppard, Jr. et aL, which does 
not remotely teach or suggest means for opening reservoirs by electrothermal ablation. The 
term "electrothermal ablation" as clearly defined in the present specification requires that electric 
current flow directly through the reservoir cap to cause the reservoir cap to disintegrate. As 
evidenced by the Rule 132 Declaration by Dr. Santini, "Sheppard does not disclose or suggest 
any type of reservoir cap disintegration mechanism that involves electrothermal ablation/' The 
Declaration is entirely consistent with the plain language of Sheppard: Dr. Santini explains that 
Sheppard' s disclosure of applying electrical energy to a resistor that is distinct from the 
reservoir cap is plainly not a teaching of reservoir cap disintegration by electrothermal ablation. 
The Examiner has presented no evidence to the contrary. 
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The claims are clear and patentable over the prior art of record. Allowance of each of 
pending claims 1-4, 7-30, 33-35, and 55-59 is therefore respectfully solicited. 

The undersigned invites the Examiner to contact him by telephone (404.853.8068) if any 
outstanding issues can be resolved by conference or examiner's amendment. 



Date: November 8, 2006 

SUTHERLAND ASB1LL & BRENNAN LLP 
999 Peachtree Street, NE 
Atlanta, Georgia 30309-3996 
(404) 853-8068 
(404) 853-8806 (fax) 
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